
VIRIGINIA RACING COMMISSION 
 
St at ement  of  Fi nal  Agency Act i on:  
 
On May 15,  2002,  t he Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on adopt ed a 
f i nal  and exempt  r egul at i on ent i t l ed “ Regul at i ons 
Per t ai ni ng t o Hor se Raci ng wi t h Par i - Mut uel  Wager i ng – 
Ent r i es”  ( 11 VAC 10- 110- 10 et  seq. ) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expl anat i on of  Subst ant i ve Changes:  
 
The Rul es Commi t t ee r ecommended and t he Commi ssi on adopt ed 
t o t he f ol l owi ng subst ant i ve changes t o Chapt er  110:  
 
Sect i on 10:  
 
The phr ase “ ent r i es c l ose 72 hour s or  l ess bef or e t he 
r unni ng of  t he r ace and f or  whi ch”  has been del et ed f r om 
t he def i ni t i on of  “ over ni ght  r ace. ”  Al so,  t he phr ase “ and 
al l  f ees shal l  be i ncl uded i n t he pur se”  has been del et ed 
f r om t he def i ni t i on of  “ st akes. ”  
 
Sect i on 20:  
 
The phr ase “ st ewar ds’  l i s t  or  on a”  i s del et ed t o 
accommodat e t he amendment  of  Chapt er  100 wher eby t her e i s 
no l onger  a compr ehensi ve l i s t i ng of  al l  hor ses i nel i gi bl e 
f or  ent r y.  
 
Sect i on 40:  
 
Subsect i on 7 i s del et ed so t hat  a hor se may not  be ent er ed 
i n t wo r aces on any gi ven r aci ng day even i f  one of  t he 
r ace i s a st akes r ace.  
 
Sect i on 80:  
 
An except i on f or  st eepl echase r aces i s per mi t t ed i n 
l i mi t i ng t he number  of  st ar t er s t o t he number  st al l s i n t he 
st ar t i ng gat e.  For  st eepl echase r aces,  a f l ag st ar t  can be 
ut i l i zed.  
 
Sect i on 90:  
 
I n Subsect i on 5,  t he phr ase “ t ot al i zat or  syst em”  i s 
subst i t ut ed f or  t he phr ase “ i nf i el d r esul t s boar d”  i n 
assi gni ng hor ses t o t he “ mut uel  f i el d. ”  
 
Sect i on 150:  
 
Thi s amendment  per mi t s t he st ewar ds t o desi gnat e a 
“ r epr esent at i ve”  t o r epr esent  t hem dur i ng t he dr aw f or  post  
posi t i ons.  
 
 
 



Sect i on 180:  
 
I n Subsect i on 7,  any hor se t hat  i s scr at ched by t he 
st ewar ds may not  be ent er ed unt i l  t hr ee days af t er  t he r ace 
f r om whi ch t he hor se was scr at ched.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summar y of  Publ i c Comment s and Agency’ s Response:  
 
The Rul es Commi t t ee of  t he Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on i s 
composed of  r epr esent at i ves of  t he br eed and hor semen’ s 
associ at i ons i n t he Commonweal t h as wel l  as r epr esent at i ves 
of  t he t wo l i censees.  
 
The Rul es Commi t t ee r evi ewed t he r egul at i ons i n l i ght  of  
i t s  exper i ence wi t h l i ve t hor oughbr ed and har ness r aci ng 
meet s at  Col oni al  Downs and Oak Ri dge.  The commi t t ee 
r evi ewed t he r egul at i ons at  a publ i c meet i ng and made 
r ecommendat i ons f or  subst ant i ve changes t o t he r egul at i ons.  
 
The pr oposed amendment s t o Chapt er  110 wer e r evi ewed on a 
sect i on- by- sect i on basi s dur i ng t he May 15,  2002 meet i ng of  
t he commi ssi on and no comment s wer e hear d f r om t he publ i c 
at t endi ng t he meet i ng.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summar y of  Regul at i on:  
 
Adopt i ng t he r ecommendat i ons of  i t s  Rul es Commi t t ee,  t he 
Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on made t wo f ai r l y subst ant i ve 
changes t o t he chapt er :  ( i )  no l onger  can a hor se be 
ent er ed i n t wo di f f er ent  r aces on any gi ven r aci ng day;  and 
( i i )  a hor se scr at ched f r om a r ace cannot  be ent er ed agai n 
unt i l  t hr ee days af t er  t he r ace f r om whi ch i t  was 
scr at ched.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St at ement  of  Basi s,  Pur pose,  Subst ance,  I ssues and I mpact :  
 
Basi s:  The Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on der i ves i t s st at ut or y 
aut hor i t y t o pr omul gat e r egul at i ons f r om t he pr ovi s i ons of  
§59. 1- 369 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a.  The Code st at es,  i n par t  
i n subdi v i s i on 3,  “ The Commi ssi on shal l  pr omul gat e 
r egul at i ons and condi t i ons under  whi ch hor se r aci ng wi t h 
par i - mut uel  wager i ng shal l  be conduct ed i n t he 
Commonweal t h,  and al l  such ot her  r egul at i ons i t  deems 
necessar y and appr opr i at e t o ef f ect  t he pur poses of  t hi s 
chapt er . ”  Fur t her ,  t he commi ssi on’ s r egul at or y act i on i s 
exempt ed under  t he pr ovi s i ons of  §2. 2- 4002 ( A)  ( 20)  ( i i )  
whi ch st at es,  “ i n pr omul gat i ng t echni cal  r ul es r egul at i ng 
act ual  l i ve hor se r aci ng at  r ace meet i ngs l i censed by t he 
Commi ssi on. ”  
 
Pur pose:  The commi ssi on r el i es heavi l y upon i t s speci al  
advi sor y panel —t he Rul es Commi t t ee—t o advi se i t  on mat t er s 
per t ai ni ng t o aspect s of  hor se r aci ng and par i - mut uel  
wager i ng.  The commi t t ee r epr esent s t he wi dest  possi bl e 
spect r um of  i nt er est s wi t hi n t he hor se r aci ng and br eedi ng 
communi t y wi t hi n t he Commonweal t h.  The commi t t ee i s char ged 
wi t h t he r esponsi bi l i t y  of  keepi ng t he commi ssi on and i t s 
st af f  abr east  of  t he l at est  devel opment s i n t he spor t  and 
i n t he Mi d- At l ant i c Regi on.  The r ecommendat i ons of  t he 
commi t t ee,  whi ch have been adopt ed by t he commi ssi on,  wi l l  
enhance t he publ i c ’ s heal t h,  saf et y and especi al l y t he 
wel f ar e of  hor se r aci ng i n Vi r gi ni a.  
 
Subst ance:  The commi ssi on i n adopt i ng t he r ecommendat i ons 
of  t he commi t t ee made t wo f ai r l y subst ant i ve changes i n 
Chapt er  110 i n addi t i on t o sever al  r at her  t echni cal  
amendment s.  Fi r st ,  t he commi ssi on est abl i shed t hat  a hor se 
coul d onl y be ent er ed i n one r ace on any gi ven r ace day.  
Second,  t he commi ssi on al so est abl i shed t hat  a hor se bei ng 
scr at ched f r om a r ace cannot  be r e- ent er ed unt i l  t hr ee days 
af t er  t he r ace f r om whi ch i t  was scr at ched has been r un.  
 
I ssues:  The amendment s t o Chapt er  110 r epr esent  r easonabl e 
r ef i nement s i n i t s r egul at i ons t her eby ensur i ng t hat  hor se 
r aci ng i n Vi r gi ni a wi l l  be f r ee any cor r upt ,  i ncompet ent ,  
di shonest  or  unpr i nci pl ed pr act i ces.  Fur t her mor e,  t he 
amendment s br i ng t he commi ssi on’ s r egul at or y pr act i ces i nt o 
a gr eat er  degr ee of  uni f or mi t y wi t h t hose adher ed t o among 
t he st at es compr i s i ng t he Mi d- At l ant i c Regi on.  
 



I mpact  Upon Fami l i es:  The amendment s wi l l  have no i mpact  
upon f ami l i es i n t he Commonweal t h.   


